Holy Week Message from the Conference Minister 2/20/23, 1:36 PM 


Subscribe Past Issues Translate v 


View this email in your browser 


SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE 


UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST 


God is still speaking, yall 


Holy Week greetings my friends! 


It is a different Holy Week this year — many local church pastors and staff 
persons are working diligently to create special and meaningful worship 
experiences in new ways - through technology. Individuals and families who 
rely on community connections to lift up the Holy Week rituals and celebrations 
are struggling to make things feel “right”. Chaplains and Pastoral Counselors 
are supporting students, patients and family members who seek to be with 
each other and feel the loss of connection. 
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The word that comes to my mind is “weariness.” We are all doing our best, but 
there is weariness in the midst of trying to make the best of the situation. As | 
read scripture readings for Holy Week, | am much more attentive to the ways in 
which Jesus probably also felt weariness. The weariness of trying to help 
people see beyond themselves to the love of God, but seeing people stuck to 
traditions and things that divide; the weariness of giving so much of himself to 
teach his disciples, but knowing that they were not ready for what was to come; 
the weariness of living with hope that things would change, but knowing that his 
message would bring forth those who would rise up in fear to end his life. 


| imagine that as the disciples lived through that week, they too felt weariness. 
In the midst of their confusion and seeing their hopes and dreams shattered by 
events outside of their control; as they tried to hold onto that hope while living in 
fear for themselves; | would imagine that they were very weary. They did not 
know how things might end. 


Then we have the proclamation of Easter morning. | imagine that the disciples 
were still weary, even as they heard the news of Jesus no longer being in the 
tomb. Was it one more thing that went wrong or was it something else? Was it 
the glimmer of hope that might lead them out of the weariness to a new place of 
being or would it bring more fear? 


My friends, Easter will be different this year, but perhaps even more significant. 
We will not have the sanctuaries filled with people, flowers, loud alleluias, and 
trumpets. However, we are invited into a deeper joy, a joy filled with the hope 
and conviction that Christ has indeed risen. We have the joy of knowing that 
God’s love is with us even in our weariness - to lift us beyond that which holds 
us down. Easter is a reminder that in the midst of our challenges, there is new 
life: new opportunities to experience and share the joy of God’s love. 


May you experience the peace and joy of Holy Week — and Easter! 


Blessings, Char 


Three reminders: 


1. If you are seeking worship resources that connect Holy Week/Easter to 
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the Covid-19 pandemic, the UCC website at 
www.ucc.org/worship_worship-ways has a variety of prayers, liturgies, 
etc. 

2. If you missed the Zoom conversation on April 6 focused on the “Impact of 
the Pandemic on Church Finances,” a recording of the conversation and 
resources are on the Southeast Conference website at 
www.secucc.org/covid-19. 

3. There will be a time for Clergy to gather via Zoom for “Conversation and 
Prayer” on Tuesday, April 14 at 11 am Eastern/10 am Central. What a 
wonderful way to reflect and “decompress” from Holy Week! 
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